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	Abstract
	

	This study aims to examine, through a text-centered approach, the function of the concept of "matbah" (kitchen) as a motif in the Turkish poems of Tahir Olgun (1877-1951), known as Tâhirü’l-Mevlevî, a figure associated with Mevlevi Sufism. Mevlevi Sufism is a Sufi order based on the ideal of the perfect human being, characterized by strong symbolic representations, and has left profound traces in Turkish culture in the fields of music, poetry, and fine arts. Tahir Olgun, a poet who distinguished himself with his Mevlevi identity, is one of the last representatives of classical Turkish literature. His poems contain many elements related to Mevlevi Sufism, one of which is the "matbah." In Mevlevi lodges, the matbah is both the place where food is cooked and where new members of the order receive their initial training. Within the Mevlevi tradition, new disciples complete their thousand-and-one-day asceticism in the matbah. In this context, the kitchen, as a motif, is symbolized as the first place of spiritual training for new disciples entering the Mevlevi order. The "souls" newly arriving at the kitchen are metaphorically "cooked" through serving the dervish lodge. In Tahir al-Mevlevi's poems, the "kitchen" motif also appears as a place where the spiritual journey begins, where the raw self, arriving at the lodge, is refined and matured. In the verses we have examined, concepts such as "sûz" (burning), "nev-niyâz" (newly supplicated), "âteş-bâz" (fire-giver), "hidmet" (service), "vakf-ı cism ü ten" (dedication of body and flesh), "hestî-i mevhum" (imaginary being), and "teslimiyet" (submission) are used in a way that creates a correspondence with the kitchen. Through these concepts, the kitchen is presented as a place of transformation where the self of the disciple entering the path of the perfect human being is melted away and worldly life is burned away. Furthermore, the frequent repetition of expressions such as "Matbah-ı Mollâ" (Molla's Kitchen) and "Matbah-ı pür-feyzin" (Molla's Kitchen of Abundance) in the couplets suggests that the kitchen is envisioned as the dervish lodge of the spiritual guide. Consequently, in Tahirü'l-Mevlevi's poems, the kitchen ceases to be merely a historical dervish lodge element and becomes a multi-layered Sufi motif constructed in the poet's imagination, centered around the themes of spiritual guide, disciple, asceticism, service, love, and submission.
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