The Symbolic Language of the Motifs in Göynük Buckled Coverings
Abstract
The Göynük buckle-style headscarf is a unique headscarf produced in Göynük, a region where weaving has been practiced for many years and has acquired a traditional identity. It is made by joining two pieces of fine cotton fabric. The headscarf, especially its short edges and the part that rests on the head, is patterned. The red tassels attached to the fringes on the short edges are called "toka" or "toka" in the region. Therefore, the headscarf is known as the "buckled headscarf".
Buckled headscarves constitute an important part of Göynük's traditional women's clothing culture and are among the unique examples of the local weaving tradition that have survived to the present day. The headscarf decorations can be evaluated in two main groups based on their technical application methods and motif characteristics. This classification can be made according to the position of the decorations on the headscarf and the compositional arrangement.
The first group consists of head decorations. These are located on the part of the veil that covers the head and generally consist of more dense, eye-catching motifs. Because head decorations are on the most visible part of the veil, they carry a stronger expression both aesthetically and symbolically.
The second group consists of ground and pediment decorations. Ground decorations comprise more regular and repeating motifs spread across the general surface of the covering. Pediment decorations, on the other hand, appear as horizontal strips or border arrangements near the head.
The head ornament motifs used in the region exhibit a rich variety in terms of both their names and formal characteristics. These motifs are generally concentrated on the part of the head covering that touches the head, forming the most striking part of the composition. The main motifs seen in head ornaments are called boat head, eye, rug head/half rug head, long head (tombstone), scissor, butterfly, slide, cross, sheep's eye, and shuttle head. The background and forehead motifs are also named goguk (wild tulip), money, butterfly, and slide.
The aim of this paper is to identify and classify the motifs found on buckle-trimmed scarves unique to the Göynük region, and to reveal the symbolic meanings of these motifs.
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