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	Abstract
	

	
Traditional ornamentation includes visual expressions that carry elements of a society’s past and transmit them to future generations. The poppy motif, one of the rich plant motifs of Anatolia, is a symbol associated with the name and identity of Afyonkarahisar. The history of the poppy in Anatolia dates back to 3000 BC and it has appeared in artworks since ancient times. In Afyonkarahisar and its surrounding region, the poppy plays an important role in regional identity. It grows in the fields, is commonly used in local cuisine, and continues to be used in traditional ornamentation. In local embroideries and knitted socks, the poppy motif usually appears in round or oval forms, sometimes together with its branches and leaves. The poppy motif generally symbolizes fertility, abundance, protection, and continuity. In this context, the aim of the study is to evaluate the use of the poppy motif from past to present and its meanings through a semiotic approach. The sample group of the study consists of local handicraft products, the objects with poppy motifs in the Afyonkarahisar Museum collection, and designs produced at Afyonkarahisar Olgunlaşma Institute. Within this scope, a literature review was conducted. In addition, the museum objects and local handicraft products in the sample group were examined. Based on these data, the relationship between the form and color features of the motifs and their cultural meanings was analyzed through a semiotic approach. The findings show that the poppy motif has maintained its existence throughout history through different materials and techniques. The basic form of the motif has largely been unchanged. Variation in color preferences has been observed in handicraft products. The motif’s form and its symbolic meanings have remained largely unchanged over time. The motif has also been identified in contemporary designs. This study contributes to the documentation and transmission of cultural heritage by highlighting the poppy motif’s place in visual memory. 

	Keywords: Poppy Motif, Cultural Heritage, Semiotics



image1.jpeg
INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM ON
ANATOLIAN MOTIFS
FROM TRADITION TO THE FUTURE





image2.png
NERS e o
7

\

D

A292

=

7 Nigua®




image3.png
Olgunlasma
Enstitileri

Mersin




image4.jpeg




