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	Abstract
	

	Motifs, as one of the most tangible expressions of cultural identity, are not merely aesthetic decorative elements but part of a complex and uniquely human communication system. Known by local names, these motifs display formal variations shaped by production traditions—ranging from geometric patterns to stylized vegetal forms and symbolic figures—each transforming collective memory into a visual language. In the tradition of carpet weaving, motifs function as signs that generate meaning and situate visual forms within a cultural context.
This study examines the motifs in Milas carpets beyond their role as visual elements, addressing the layers of meaning and social messages they convey. The primary objective is to analyze the historical origins, color schemes, and design characteristics of these motifs in relation to the geographical structure of the region and their symbolic significance. Accordingly, the study adopts a semiotic analysis grounded in visual culture and symbolism. Within the framework of social and cultural interpretations of visual experience, the study evaluates the place of motifs and colors in collective memory, as well as the expressive structure formed through their combination.
The findings reveal that Milas carpets construct a symbolic narrative language that encodes local cultural values within an aesthetic form. These motifs are directly connected to systems of meaning embedded in social life, belief structures, and oral traditions. Consequently, Milas carpets function as indicators of collective memory transmitted across generations and as cultural texts that carry the region’s cultural codes into the present. This study demonstrates that traditional handicrafts should be interpreted not only as technical products but also as forms of communication that represent and preserve both a sense of belonging and the relationship established with nature.
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