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	Abstract
	

	Turkish tribes who settled in Anatolia have, both in the past and present, been pioneers in the art of carpet weaving. Carpet weaving has flourished and continued throughout Anatolia, from east to west, in many cities renowned for their carpets. Milas district, located in southwestern Anatolia, has become an important carpet production center with a rich historical past, artistic value, and commercial dimension. Milas is a significant center where Yörük and Turkmen populations, as well as those who migrated from Crimea, the Caucasus, and the Aegean Islands, live together. This situation has led to an increase in the population of Milas and the emergence of a mixed culture. The recognition and fame of Milas carpet weaving began in the late 17th century, continued its development throughout the 18th century, and continued into the 19th century with a variety of colors, motifs, and pattern compositions. Milas is one of the rare carpet centers that has been able to create carpet composition arrangements using both thin and wide borders. In this respect, rich and regionally specific water motifs, lakes, medallions, and free composition designs are featured. Milas carpets, in terms of color, motifs, patterns, and compositional arrangement, present themselves with various unique carpet examples from the 17th century to the Republican era. These examples are woven with fine details, bridging the gap between the past and the present, integrating different stories, sometimes with detailed and special motifs, and named after the rich motifs and patterns of the region. Some motifs and patterns characteristic of Milas carpets show similarities to those used in carpets from other carpet-weaving provinces such as Çanakkale, Kula, Gördes, Ladik, and Kırşehir. This study will attempt to explain the similarities between some motifs in Milas carpets and those found in carpets from different weaving centers in Anatolia, along with their shapes and ethnographic meanings.
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