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	Rooted Form: Reinterpretation of the Tree of Life Motif in Contemporary Jewelry Design within the Context of Cultural Continuity

Aysel CAN



	Abstract
	

	This study aims to examine how cultural continuity can be sustained through design by reinterpreting the Tree of Life motif in the context of contemporary jewelry design. Traditional motifs that have developed over centuries in Anatolia carry historically strong symbolic and cultural meanings. However, today, some of these motifs have faded into obscurity, while others are used as decorative repetitions, ignoring their contextual meanings. This situation leads to a loss of depth in cultural transmission. The study argues that the Tree of Life motif can be viewed not only as a decorative element but also as a conceptual framework that guides design. The research will investigate the historical and iconographic background of the motif, analyzing its symbolic layers, such as continuity, cosmic order, and the cycle of life. Additionally, the composition structure, hierarchical arrangement, and formal characteristics of the motif will be evaluated. Based on these analyses, a minimal jewelry design will be developed as an applied research method. The study aims to demonstrate that contributing to cultural continuity can be achieved through abstraction, simplification, and recomposition rather than direct imitation of traditional motifs. It also seeks to reinterpret local visual heritage in a universal design context with an analytical design approach.
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