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	Abstract
	

	
This paper aims to examine the reinterpretation processes of the Anatolian motif tradition within the field of handicrafts, focusing on the heritage of Karatepe-Aslantaş Open-Air Museum and the products created within the Adana Olgunlaşma Institute. The study addresses the interaction between the preservation of cultural heritage and contemporary handicraft production within the conceptual framework of formal continuity and design transformation. Traditional kilim motifs observed in the Karatepe region—such as the hook (wolf track), fly motif, earring motif, star, wolf’s mouth, scorpion, hands-on-hips, diamond (baklava), and shackle (bukağı)—are evaluated in terms of their formal characteristics and symbolic meanings. By revealing the historical and cultural layers of meaning embedded in these motifs, the study analyzes how they are reinterpreted through aesthetic and technical approaches in the productions of the Adana Olgunlaşma Institute. Based on literature review and visual document analysis, the findings indicate that traditional motifs are not reproduced through direct replication in contemporary handicraft products; rather, they are reinterpreted through processes of stylization, simplification, and material-based transformation. Particularly in woven and textile surfaces, the scale, rhythm, and repetition of motifs are reorganized in accordance with contemporary design principles. In conclusion, the study demonstrates that Karatepe kilim motifs continue to exist as dynamic design elements that sustain cultural continuity in contemporary handicrafts and aims to contribute to theoretical discussions on the relationship between motif, identity, and design.
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