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	Abstract
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]
Fashion is a system of meaning production. Roland Barthes conceptualizes fashion as a system of signs; within this framework, garments generate cultural meaning through form and pattern, while motifs emerge not merely as aesthetic elements but as carriers of cultural myths. Jean Baudrillard, on the other hand, argues that in consumer society objects acquire meaning not primarily through their use value but through their sign value. Similarly, the design-driven innovation approach maintains that innovation arises not only from technological advancement but from the redefinition of meaning itself. In this respect, the reinterpretation of cultural content within a fashion-oriented framework can generate meaning innovation. Anatolia—having hosted numerous civilizations—constitutes a significant cultural asset for meaning innovation in fashion and apparel design, with its rich repertoire of motifs transmitted to the present through diverse weaving and craft traditions.
This study proposes a cultural dataset approach aimed at systematically integrating Anatolian motifs into the fashion design process, moving beyond their superficial decorative use. Cultural elements support collective memory, identity construction, and symbolic meaning production. The study therefore focuses on facilitating the transformation of cultural symbols into structured design inputs. The central research question is: How can Anatolian motifs be transformed into a systematic data structure and employed as instruments of meaning innovation and novelty production within the fashion design process? To answer the research question, the relevant literature was reviewed, the cultural dataset approach was defined, and criteria for potential content were established. The literature examining and classifying Anatolian motifs demonstrates that their characteristics are grounded in specific geometric and mathematical systems, making analysis and categorization feasible.
Within the cultural dataset framework, motifs are conceptualized not as passive sources of inspiration but as active design inputs. The approach emphasizes avoiding folkloric superficiality and supporting cultural sustainability. It has been determined that Anatolian motifs can be codified in terms of symbolic meaning, formal characteristics, historical context, and fields of use. Consequently, a four-layer cultural dataset model is proposed, enabling integration into design methodology: a symbolic meaning layer, a formal–geometric layer, a contextual–historical layer, and a design parameters layer.
Considering design as a problem-solving process, the cultural dataset approach is anticipated to provide designers with a structured research framework and the opportunity for parametric thinking. Moreover, it is expected to contribute to sustaining cultural memory through design practices and to promoting the dissemination o
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