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Symbolic Interpretations of Spiral and Tree of Life Motifs in Contemporary Ceramic Art within the Context of Cyclicity
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	Abstract
	

	Traditional motifs have functioned as fundamental narrative tools that make visible humanity’s relationship with nature, time, and existence through a symbolic language. Among these, the spiral and the tree of life stand out as universal symbols representing continuity, transformation, and creation across different cultures. Due to their multilayered symbolic structures, these motifs offer a conceptual framework that remains open to reinterpretation within contemporary art practices. This study aims to examine the spiral and tree of life motifs within the context of the concept of cyclicity, focusing on their conceptual and formal reflections in contemporary ceramic art. Widely used in the Anatolian cultural geography, these motifs are evaluated in relation to the transformation-oriented production process of ceramic art. A qualitative research method was adopted, employing a literature review and visual analysis of works by contemporary ceramic artists to investigate how these motifs are addressed in current artistic practices. In the final section of the study, the artist’s own body of work titled Creation Series is analyzed through the combined use of spiral and tree of life motifs, offering a symbolic reading based on the concepts of cyclicity and creation. The findings reveal that the spiral motif represents movement, continuity, and temporal flow, while the tree of life symbolizes the holistic and cyclical structure of life. Consequently, this study demonstrates that these motifs transcend their decorative functions in contemporary ceramic art and operate as powerful, multilayered narrative tools conveying the concept of cyclicity.
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