[image: ][image: logo png][image: MEB]
	[image: C:\Users\nrdnkbrky\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\WORD İNGİLİZCE.JPG]


	THE “KÜTAHYA ZEYBEK TROUPE” CATALOG İN THE CONTEXT OF PRESERVİNG, REPRODUCİNG, AND TRANSMİTTİNG MOTİFS İN ADULT EDUCATİON INSTİTUTES
Nuri Erbay[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Nuri Erbay, Adult Education Institute Kütahya, nurierbay@gmail.com] 


	Abstract
	

	Kütahya is an ancient city that has been home to many civilizations throughout history. Within this cultural heritage, the zeybek dance holds a privileged and important place. The Kütahya zeybek dance continues to live on with its unique understanding of chivalry in line with the tradition of brotherhood, its distinctive melodies and style, its songs, dances, costumes, and accessories. One of the objectives of Adult Education Institutes is to ‘document cultural heritage’. To this end, a catalog documenting activities such as preparing labels, documenting and archiving motifs, patterns, and templates, and recording rituals is also being prepared. This paper was prepared based on a catalog study titled “Kütahya Zeybek Alayı” (Kütahya Zeybek Parade) conducted by the Kütahya Adult Education Institute. The term “alay” in the title of the catalog is a military-derived community name used by the individuals who served as sources for the study. This community describes itself as the continuation of “colonizing Turkish dervishhood” and the “ehl-i seyf” (armed wing) of the ahi understanding in the present day, through elements such as accessories, clothing, music, and Zeybek life and culture. Carefully selected from the Ahmet Haldun Eralp collection, these materials, consisting of 18 jackets, 11 gazekes, 3 vests, 1 pair of trousers, and dozens of accessories, each with a history of 100-200 years, have unique characteristics. This work is a ‘compilation’ that emerged through the implementation of the aforementioned stages of activity. All information obtained from texts and sections containing objects has been recorded unchanged from the original sources. This study is the first to document zeybek culture so comprehensively within the framework of motif preservation, reproduction, and transmission. The catalog has also revived forgotten handicraft techniques and motifs. The catalog is also a rich resource for musicologists, fashion designers, linguists, and handicraft experts. The study has revealed a 32-piece “Men's Vests Collection,” a 30-piece “Zeybek Praise” collection, and “Zeybek Puppets and Dolls.” Furthermore, it has created an infrastructure that will transform local heritage into a universal aesthetic resource with its content nominated for the UNESCO “Cultural Heritage” list. In conclusion, the “Kütahya Zeybek Troupe” catalog of the Kütahya Adult Education Institute is an example of a work that has also achieved the preservation, reproduction, and transmission of motifs.
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