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	INTERPRETATION OF THE TULIP MOTIF ON CERAMIC SURFACES USING THE SAGAR FIRING TECHNIQUE.

Ayşegül Acar

	Abstract
	

	The tulip motif is one of the most powerful and symbolic decorative elements in Turkish art. Carrying both aesthetic and mystical meanings, this motif has been interpreted in various art forms throughout the centuries, one of which is ceramic art.
From the moment ceramics began to be produced, it has been not only a material for daily use but also an artistic means of expression in which the shaper imbues their emotions. Regardless of its purpose, the concern for visual appeal on ceramic forms has existed in every era. To achieve visual vibrancy in ceramics, decorative techniques have been used.
In the firing stage, the final stage in the creation of ceramics, sagar firing is performed to create various colors and effects on the surfaces. Sagar firing is based on the principle of firing the ceramic surface in a closed container with organic and inorganic materials, producing unique textures through oxygen control, carbon traces, and random surface effects. This study examines the interpretation of the tulip motif, one of the most dominant symbols of Turkish culture, in ceramic art through the sagar firing technique. With this technique, the tulip motif has been reshaped with smoke marks, burnt spots, and natural pigment transitions.
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