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	Leather Pattern Stamps (Craft - Stamp):
The Role of Cultural Heritage Bearers in the Transmission of Traditional Motifs
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	Abstract
	

	From the past to the present, leather craftsmanship has evolved into an art form, gaining an aesthetic dimension through leather surface decoration techniques, in addition to its functional use and natural appearance. This study focuses on the transfer of traditional handicraft motifs onto leather surfaces and their conversion into leather pattern stamps, which are the physical production tools for traditional motifs. In this study, where the term leather pattern stamp is preferred over the term craft-stamp, as used in international literature, the aim is to determine the areas of use of leather pattern stamps in traditional motifs. The scope of this study, which adopts a qualitative approach, is limited to the leather pattern stamps containing traditional motifs produced by Vaketa Çakır Deri A.Ş. as part of its local and national hand tool production. These products are made of brass and are designed with a reproducible and developable system approach. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with five cultural heritage bearers who hold a leather craftsmanship card from the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism. The products made by these artists, who hold intangible cultural heritage bearer cards, using leather pattern stamps were examined. The study sought to determine which motifs, patterns, and compositions the cultural heritage bearers preferred when using leather pattern stamps and how they applied them to which items. Discussions were held on motif selection, product choice, target audience, and the use of traditional motifs in new design contexts. It was determined that the production of traditional motifs using a leather pattern stamping tool is more accessible and reproducible. Thus, thanks to the leather pattern stamp, both the bearers of the cultural heritage of leather art and those interested in leather craftsmanship can transfer traditional handicraft motifs to various products and pass them on to the future.
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