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	Abstract
	

	The Rustem Pasha Mosque, one of the significant monuments of sixteenth-century Ottoman tile art, is among the most distinguished examples reflecting the decorative approach of the classical period with its rich tile ornamentation. This study examines the stylistic characteristics and spatial distribution of the hyacinth motif found within the mosque’s tiles. The morphological features, stylization approach, and areas of use within the structure of the hyacinth motif, evaluated within the semi-stylized floral style, are discussed. The tiles of the Rüstem Pasha Mosque represent an important example reflecting the aesthetic and technical maturity of classical-period Ottoman decorative art. Renowned for its rich tile decoration, the mosque evokes admiration. The hyacinth motif appears in the tiles of specific parts of the mosque, including the arcaded portico (son cemaat yeri), the piers (elephant-foot supports), the borders below and above the galleries, and various panel compositions. The motif is rendered with a balanced structure, consisting of clusters of flowers rhythmically arranged along a slender, elongated stem. Derived from natural forms, these motifs have undergone a certain process of stylization, resulting in an expression that stands between natural appearance and classical style. Within the “Four-Flower Style,” which holds an important place in Ottoman decorative art, the hyacinth motif, together with the tulip, carnation, and rose motifs, is regarded as one of the significant motifs of Ottoman tile art. The survey identified a total of 2,603 hyacinth motifs throughout the mosque. In terms of frequency of use, it was determined that the hyacinth motif does not appear as often as the tulip, rose, and carnation motifs. In conclusion, in the example of the Rüstem Pasha Mosque, the hyacinth motif is evaluated as one of the vegetal decorative elements of classical Ottoman tile art.
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