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	EXAMPLES OF MERSIN BEAD LACE (OYA)
ONE OF OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE ELEMENTS.
Gülten Kurt[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Prof. Dr. BAİBU, Faculty of Fine Arts, Department of Traditional Turkish Arts, kgulten@gmail.com.] 



	Abstract
	

	Among handicrafts, lacework, with its most exquisite examples, is being studied in both old and new forms for different uses in order to ensure its sustainability amidst the ongoing cultural change. Each lacework, meticulously crafted by a woman's hand, serves not only as an ornament but also, in our culture, a silent language of communication. It allows women, when unable to express themselves openly, to combine the plants, objects, and events they encounter in nature with the art of knitting, conveying their emotions. The variety and use of lace, a finely crafted embroidery technique passed down from mother to daughter through traditional methods and representing the most beautiful examples of our dowry traditions, reflect the elegance and refinement of Turkish women.
Many beadwork patterns, each with different tools, techniques, and materials according to the cultural, geographical, and traditional characteristics of each region, are still waiting to be identified. Beadwork, made in many regions of Anatolia with beads and thread as its main materials, is a product of artistic value, reflecting the time period in which it was created through its finesse, colors, and forms. Mersin and its surrounding areas possess a remarkably rich culture of beadwork. The aim of this study is to identify the uses, tools, techniques, colors, motifs, and characteristics of the beadwork found in the region through field research.The richness and diversity of our handicrafts from the past to the present serve as documentary evidence reflecting our cultural characteristics, and the research, documentation, and sustainability of our beadwork highlight the importance of this study.
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