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Abstract  

The Ionic Order, one of the two principal orders observed in ancient Greek architecture, 

emerged and became widespread particularly in Ionia (Western Anatolia), one of the ancient 

regions of Anatolia. Architecturally, the Ionic Order distinguishes itself from the Doric Order-

another ancient Greek architectural order-through its aesthetic structure, being more elegant, 

more ornate, and more slender in form. One of the most distinctive features of the Ionic Order 

is its capital type. In contrast to the Doric capital, which is unidirectional and completely devoid 

of ornamentation, the Ionic capital is bidirectional, richly decorated, and characterized-when 

viewed from the front-by volutes that terminate in inwardly curving spiral forms on either side. 

Although there are archaeological studies that trace the origin of this distinctive form of the 

Ionic capital to the Megiddo-Hazor (Syro-Palestinian region) capitals, to the curls of the lotus 

flower, palm tree, and papyrus plant native to Egypt, to vegetal wall ornaments, or to depictions 

found on Assyrian seals, the dominant diachronic view today generally attributes its origin to 

the structural characteristics of wooden architecture. However, the possible relationship 

between this distinctive capital of the Ionic Order-developed in Western Anatolia and 

subsequently disseminated throughout the Aegean World-and the ram’s head motif, which has 

been present since Çatalhöyük in various cultural products of Anatolia and whose continuity 

can be traced over time, has either been overlooked or insufficiently examined. 

In this paper, the historical and ornamental relationship between the Ionic capital and the ram’s 

head motif will be analyzed, and an attempt will be made to demonstrate the essential unity of 

origin between the Ionic capital, which emerged in these lands, and the ram’s head motif, which 

has been used in the same region for thousands of years. 
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