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	Abstract
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]A significant number of motifs found in Anatolian handicrafts are regarded not merely as decorative design elements, but as carriers of historical and cultural memory. The central problem of this study is whether the “Axe Edge” motif, widely observed in the Anatolian quilt tradition, should be understood solely as a decorative arrangement derived from a common tool form, or whether it embodies a formal continuity connected to earlier layers of symbolic tradition.
The study offers a comparative evaluation through an analysis of the formal characteristics of the motif. The “Axe Edge” motif, with its bidirectional, symmetrical structure and sharply contoured form expanding outward from a central axis, demonstrates formal parallels with the double-headed axe (labrys) symbol observed in Anatolia and the Aegean region since prehistoric periods. In early cultures, this symbol has been associated with concepts of power, protection, and cosmic balance.
Rather than asserting a direct origin, the study adopts a cultural continuity perspective, emphasizing how symbols have been abstracted over time and transmitted into everyday production practices. In traditional craft-making, the master-apprentice transmission and oral culture enable such formal continuities to be maintained, whether consciously or unconsciously.
In conclusion, the “Axe Edge” motif can be regarded in the Anatolian quilt tradition not merely as a decorative element, but as a transformed reflection of a historical symbolic language. This interpretation provides a new framework for understanding the cultural continuity of Anatolian motifs from the past into the future.
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