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	Abstract
	

	Intangible cultural heritage encompasses oral and performative cultural elements that transmit societies’ historical accumulation, value systems, and collective memory from one generation to another. Traditional children’s games, as one of the significant components of this heritage, are not merely activities that provide entertainment and competition; they also possess a rich motif structure that embodies beliefs, rituals, social norms, and cultural codes. The aim of this study is to examine the motifs found in traditional children’s games of the Anatolian region from the perspective of intangible cultural heritage and to reveal the functions of these motifs in the transmission of cultural memory and social order. Within this context, the scope of the research consists of traditional children’s games compiled in the province of Bolu and its surroundings. The study particularly focuses on belief and ritual motifs, motifs embedded in punishment and reward mechanisms, motifs of oral culture and rhymes, motifs related to roles and social order, as well as animal and nature motifs. These motifs have been examined in terms of the symbolic meanings they carry, their cultural references, and their social functions. The field data obtained within the scope of the study are limited to the Bolu region and do not claim to represent the entire game culture of Anatolia. In this respect, the research constitutes a limited field study aiming to reveal general tendencies through a local sample. The study is structured on a qualitative research design. Data collection was conducted through participant observation, interviews with oral source persons, and document analysis. The obtained data were evaluated through thematic and functional analysis within the framework of folklore and cultural analysis methods. The findings indicate that the motifs found in traditional children’s games play a significant role in the transmission of intangible cultural heritage. While belief and ritual motifs carry ancient cultural layers into the present, punishment and reward motifs contribute to the internalization of social norms and the sense of justice. Motif-based elements identified in rhymes, as products of oral culture, ensure the continuity of linguistic and symbolic transmission, whereas motifs identified within player roles contribute to the formation of social order, social hierarchy, and a sense of responsibility. Animal and nature motifs stand out as significant indicators reflecting the human–nature relationship and the mythological traces of cultural memory. In all these respects, traditional children’s games can be evaluated as a dynamic field of intangible cultural heritage that preserves and sustains the cultural memory and symbolic legacy of Anatolia.
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