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	Abstract
	

	The doctrine of Tawhid (the oneness of God), which is the fundamental principle of Islamic faith, has been a decisive factor in shaping architecture and urban planning, just as it has influenced all aspects of life. This study focuses on formal and intellectual approaches regarding how Erzurum's urban planning—centering on the Grand Mosque (Ulu Cami) at the macro level—and the concept of centrally radiating motifs observed in mosque domes at the micro level are shaped within the framework of the thought of Tawhid. When historical urban plans of Erzurum are examined, it is observed that the city expanded around a central structure, similar to other Islamic cities and even the holy city of Mecca. This situation manifests two primary approaches: spatial hierarchy and urban integrity. Muslims, who place God and His pleasure at the forefront and center of everything, create motifs that emphasize the unity of God both in architectural structures—especially in mosques, referred to as the House of God—and in the urban planning formed by these structures. This urban structure, conceived as an intellectual construct, practically ensures a central location accessible to all citizens for the congregational Friday Prayer. Similarly, in mosques that offer the most perfect examples of Islamic architecture, the center of the dome serves as the intellectual point of representation for God, where all architectural movements and elements converge in a regular fluidity. At this point, all structural components are gathered, and the interior decorations of the dome draw the gaze toward the center. Consequently, this research aims to demonstrate that the doctrine of Tawhid, as one of the fundamental philosophical principles of Islamic architecture, deeply permeates the historical fabric of Erzurum through spatial planning and decorative arts, establishing an organic and intellectual bond between architectural details and urban form.
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