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	Abstract
	

	This paper aims to examine the symbolic meanings and compositional functions of the rose motif frequently encountered in the carpets of Özbağ. As one of the significant representatives of the weaving tradition of Central Anatolia, Özbağ carpets reflect a rich cultural heritage in terms of color, pattern, and motif repertoire. Within this context, the rose motif emerges as a prominent decorative element distinguished by both its aesthetic and symbolic dimensions.
The study employs field research, examination of selected carpet samples, and a comprehensive literature review to analyze the formal characteristics, variations, and compositional arrangements of the rose motif. The findings indicate that, in Anatolian culture, the rose embodies multilayered meanings such as love, beauty, fertility, and sacredness; within Sufi thought in particular, it symbolizes divine love and spiritual purity. In Özbağ carpets, the motif is predominantly positioned as a central or repetitive unit within medallion schemes, borders, and field compositions, contributing to visual rhythm and structural balance.
In conclusion, the rose motif in Özbağ carpets should be understood not merely as a decorative element but as a symbolic medium reflecting the aesthetic sensibilities, belief systems, and cultural identity of the local community. By addressing motifs within the integrated framework of meaning and function, this study underscores the importance of interpreting traditional Turkish carpet art through both its symbolic and compositional dimensions and highlights the cultural significance of Özbağ carpets within the broader context of Anatolian textile heritage.
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