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	Abstract
	

	The Journey of Motifs of Power, Strength, and Authority Among the Turks from the Geography of Turkestan to Anatolia
This study examines the transformation and evolution of motifs symbolizing power, strength, and authority used by Turkish states in Anatolia, tracing their development along the Silk Road from the pre-Islamic period onward. In this context, in order to demonstrate the processes of change and transformation, the motifs of power, strength, and authority employed in the first Turkish states established in the geography of Turkestan will be discussed. Subsequently, a comparative analysis will be conducted by examining the motifs of power, strength, and authority utilized by Turkish states that interacted with the Silk Road. Thus, it will be sought to determine which motifs increased in usage among the Turks through the Silk Road, which underwent semantic transformation, which declined in use, and which began to be employed over time.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the Silk Road, especially during the periods in which they established dominance over it, the Turks engaged in cultural interaction with communities that have different languages, religions, and cultural traditions. As a result of these interactions, new elements entered Turkish culture, while certain existing elements experienced transformation. In Anatolia, motifs such as the ram’s horn, goat, sword, bow and arrow, wolf, dragon, and eagle which used during the Xiongnu and Göktürk periods to signify power and strength, continued to be employed. In addition to these, motifs such as the cintemani which entered Turkish visual culture under the influence of Buddhism among the Uyghurs and symbolized divine power and inner balance, were also adopted. Timur’s use of the cintemani on his banner contributed to the motif’s reinterpretation among the Turks as a symbol of worldly power, authority, and sovereignty; it was later highly appreciated by the Ottomans and widely incorporated into sultanic garments. In the pre-Islamic period, the sword was not prominently employed in enthronement ceremonies among the Huns and Göktürks; however, under the influence of Islam, the sword motif became a symbol of authority, and in the Seljuk and Ottoman traditions, sultans performed a ceremony with sword upon accession to the throne.
In this respect, while various motifs disseminated through the Silk Road and shaped by religious and cultural interaction were utilized by the Turks to symbolize power, strength, and authority, some acquired new meanings over time, some declined in frequency of use, and others came to be employed more extensively.
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