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	Abstract
	

	Yağcıbedir weavings constitute a deeply rooted carpet-making tradition specific to the Balıkesir region and occupy a significant place within the broader weaving culture of Anatolia. Distinguished by a color palette dominated by dark navy blue and red, high-quality wool, the Turkish (Gördes) knot technique, and a geometric compositional structure of motifs, these weavings have served for centuries as carriers of cultural identity and local aesthetic understanding. This study approaches Yağcıbedir weaving from a “tradition to the present” perspective, aiming to evaluate both its historical background and its current state of production and transmission. The research is based on a review of the relevant literature, complemented by field observations and an examination of contemporary production practices. The traditional production processes, motif memory, and technical characteristics are outlined in general terms; subsequently, current master artisans, modes of production, marketing channels, and institutional support mechanisms are analyzed. Particular attention is given to the effects of industrialization, migration, and changing consumption patterns on weaving practices. Positive developments, such as geographical indication registration and the growing awareness of cultural heritage preservation concerning Yağcıbedir weavings, are also addressed.
The findings indicate that although Yağcıbedir weaving has largely preserved its traditional qualities, it is undergoing a fragile phase in terms of production scale and the master–apprentice transmission system. In this context, ensuring sustainability requires strengthening educational initiatives, supporting existing workshops, and enhancing promotional strategies in both local and global markets. The study reveals not only the cultural continuity of Yağcıbedir weavings but also their current level of recognition and production. Furthermore, it argues that the colors and motifs regarded as integral to the identity of Yağcıbedir weavings should be preserved, and that alterations or additions aimed at conforming to contemporary aesthetic preferences should not be permitted. In this respect, the study seeks to offer both academic and practice-oriented recommendations for safeguarding and sustaining this cultural heritage tradition.
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