Motifs of Unity and Solidarity in Anatolian Art: Dinnerware Designs at the Bursa Olgunlaşma Institute
The concepts of unity and solidarity, evaluated through the phenomenon of family in Turkish culture, constitute some of the fundamental principles that form the foundation of society. These concepts, which have secured a place within Turkish art, possess the quality of motifs. As carriers of cultural heritage, motifs manifest their presence across various branches of art. Such motifs occupy a significant and undeniable position in Turkish art. Throughout history, Turks have carried and employed their motifs in every region they inhabited; one of these regions is Anatolia. In Anatolia, motifs that appear in numerous artistic fields function as visual narratives reflecting the lives of the societies that have lived on these lands. Within this context, the present study examines the çengel (hook) and bukağı (shackle) motifs, which reflect Turkish culture and simultaneously reinforce the understanding of unity and solidarity. From a semantic perspective, these motifs symbolize unity on a common ground, togetherness, family integrity and bonds. The motifs examined within this semantic framework will be incorporated, in the final stage of the study, into the designs of the dinnerware sets. In this way, the designed dinnerware will be associated with these motifs through the unifying function of table culture, thereby bringing the study to its conclusion.
Within the scope of the research, motifs corresponding to the concepts of unity and solidarity will be identified. The place of the focal motifs in the existing literature will be surveyed, and analyses will be conducted based on the findings obtained. These motifs, widely used in Anatolian art, will be examined in terms of form, color, and composition according to the contexts in which they are applied, and will be reinterpreted as decorative elements in contemporary dinnerware designs with the aim of reflecting traces of the past onto present-day tables. In the final stage, following a process of visual analysis, patterns will be developed in accordance with the fundamental principles of graphic design.
In conclusion, the study aims to ensure the sustainability of cultural heritage and to carry traditional legacy into the present through modern design practices. As the designs are situated within an object central to daily life, they possess a universal character; at the same time, by embodying local traces, they assume an ethnic identity.
Key words: Anatolian Motifs, Unity and Solidarity, Dinnerware Design.

