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	Abstract
	

	The history, art, and lived experiences of a geography weave the collective memory of its society. This memory transcends individual experiences to become a cohesive body of collective consciousness, behaviors, and symbols. "Antep İşi" embroidery is a traditional craft that developed around Gaziantep and holds a unique position within the tradition of Anatolian handicrafts. In 2015, Gaziantep’s leading position was registered through its inclusion in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in the field of gastronomy. Traditional handicrafts, as an inseparable part of the city’s unique identity, are fundamental elements that complement this cultural heritage. Specifically, "Antep İşi" embroidery, performed on silk weaving, was inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as of 2025 due to its aesthetic and technical qualities. This international recognition has provided a strategic contribution to the global preservation of Gaziantep’s craft and folk art accumulation and the sustainability of the city’s cultural identity.
The primary starting point of this paper consists of the inventory records of the Gaziantep City Archive and Research Center (GKAM), exhibition collections utilizing written-visual materials, and oral history studies. Centering on this institutional accumulation, the study aims to evaluate the motif repertoire of Antep İşi embroideries within the context of historical, symbolic, and cultural continuity.
In this research, it is intended to analyze the formal characteristics, compositional arrangements, and naming of motifs through embroidery samples registered in the GKAM inventory. Furthermore, through oral history interviews conducted within the center, the production context, areas of use, and the world of meaning behind the motifs are examined through the narratives of the women producers, framing the role of women in social endeavors through the lens of labor and effort. These data reveal that the motifs are not merely aesthetic elements but symbolic codes carrying social memory.
It is observed that elements such as Kartopu, Çitibadem, Cemelyan, Örümcek Ajuru and Mercimek compositions are associated with semantic layers such as abundance, continuity, and protection. The traces of local dialect and daily life are prominent in the naming of these motifs. This situation demonstrates that Antep İşi, as a living cultural practice, remains connected to its social context and exists within a state of continuity.
In conclusion, by centering on the inventory records of the Gaziantep City Archive and Research Center, this study highlights the position and significance of Antep İşi motifs within the Anatolian motif tradition through concrete examples. It aims to contribute to the re-evaluation of traditional aesthetic accumulation through the perspectives of cultural sustainability and modern design.
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