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	Abstract
	

	Weaving is one of our traditional handicrafts, encountered in every corner of Anatolia, that is on the verge of being forgotten. The weavings, which constitute a part of the lives of the Yörüks living in Anatolia and making their livelihood through animal husbandry, are not only everyday utilitarian objects but also a reflection of collective memory.
This paper focuses on traditional handwoven sack samples examined within the scope of a field study conducted in the Anamur district of Mersin. The material of the reseacrh consists of 18 sack samples, all woven by local people, which are included in the personal collection of İsmail Gübeş, General Director of Forestry in Anamur. In the paper text, all 18 sack samples will be examined; however, the presentation will be limited to 8 sack samples. The examined handwoven sack samples bear the characteristics of the Mersin Yörük weaving tradition.
In the study, the motifs on the sacks were analyzed in terms of their formal and semantic aspects. It was observed that predominantly geometric and symbolic motifs were used in the weavings; however although limited in number, vegetal motifs were also present. According to the source informant, the hook, ram’s horn, lozenge, and geometric forms reflect the belief in protection against the evil eye; vegetal and repeating geometric motifs symbolize abundance and continuity. On the other hand, it was determined that the motifs used on the sacks are direcly related to the socio-cultural values of the region. The motifs woven onto tha sacks, which were produced to protect and store goods, symbolize protection and durability. This demonstrates that they are a concrete expression of social beliefs and cultural identiy.
As a result, these handwoven sack samples woven in the Anamur district of Mersin and surviving to the present day reveal the motif diversity and symbolic expressive power of the Mersin Yörük weaving tradition. The study emphasizes the importance of these weavings in terms of cultural heritage and draws attention to the necessity of preserving this tradition. At the same time, it contributes to understanding the cultural meanings of the motifs through their form and context of use. The connection of Mersin Olgunlaşma Institute with Yörük cultural serves as an important bridge for sustaining this cultural heritage.
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