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Abstract
One of the important elements that shape the identity of nations is handicrafts. This is because handicrafts bear witness to the history and social processes of the geography in which the society that produced them lives. Needle embroidery, which is our topic, is one of the handicrafts unique to Turks. For this reason, it is referred to as Turkish lace in different cultures. The embroidery in this handicraft, which is based on threading with a needle, is like a reflection of the geography in which it is practiced. Ibn Khaldun's saying, “Geography is destiny,” finds meaning in needle embroidery. The destiny of needle embroidery is to embellish the geography in which it is practiced. This embellishment not only beautifies the object being decorated but also carries the silent language of the woman who works on it. While embroidering the flower of the place where she lives, she also wants to convey her experiences to her surroundings through the meaning she attaches to it. The symbol in the pepper embroidery conveys that she was not on good terms with her husband at that time, while the thistle motif conveys that her mother-in-law came between her and her husband like a thorn. Therefore, in our study, while evaluating the needle embroidery of Çamlıyayla, which is our field of study, we assessed which flowers of the reflected geography were used as sybols and which emotions and thoughts were expressed through these flowers. The aim of the study was to determine how the ancient handicraft of needle embroidery uses the flowers of the region as embroidery motifs and what meaning it conveys through these embroideries as a silent language. The study was conducted in the form of field research in Çamlıyayla. Among the more than one hundred embroideries examined, flowers that bloom in every season in the region, such as tulips, hyacinths, roses, corals, and pomegranate flowers, were observed. Although these flowers are used today solely as decorative needlework motifs, it was gathered from informants over the age of 60 that in the past, they were used as a language of separation, longing, conflict, and peace. The study was conducted in the form of interviews with 20 women in the Çamlıyayla region. The study reached its conclusions based on the embroidery found in the hands of the interviewees. Although the frequency of needlework has decreased today, compared to the past when almost every woman practiced it, needlework, which is considered a symbol of Çamlıyayla and has been the subject of a festival since 2015, continues to exist today as a colorful part of the cultural identity of the past. 
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