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	Abstract
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]This study aims to examine the visibility of the female voice in minstrel poetry, using the example of Aşık Şahsenem Bacı, and to investigate how the concepts of "fate, destiny, and predestination" are constructed in her poems and how her attitude towards fate changes in different contexts. The scope of the study is limited to briefly defining Aşık Şahsenem Bacı's position within the minstrel tradition and her poetic world, followed by a thematic analysis of the quatrains containing the expressions of fate, destiny, and predestination. The study utilizes poems from books in which Aşık Şahsenem Bacı's poems have been published, as well as poems included in studies on her. The analysis reveals that fate is used in Aşık Şahsenem Bacı's poems not only as a metaphysical element of belief but also as a multi-functional narrative space expressing individual fragility, feelings of social inequality, and the desire for agency. The findings clearly demonstrate that the poet's perception of fate cannot be explained by a one-sided acceptance. While the poems exhibit a passive acceptance of fate, portraying it as a predetermined and inevitable decree, some stanzas directly address fate, escalating to a tone of curse and reckoning, demonstrating the poet's increasingly harsh emotional relationship with destiny. Conversely, in some examples, traces of traditional resignation are preserved, and the submissive tone towards fate is not entirely abandoned. This multi-layered approach shows that Şahsenem Bacı constructs her discourse on fate not as passive acceptance, but as a dynamic stance oscillating between resignation and internal resistance.
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